Estimator Job Description
Solmatix
Position: Estimator
Department: Renewables
Reporting to: Management
Status of post: Full-time permanent
Location: Nutts Corner
Salary: Remuneration package commensurate with responsibility and experience.
Role overview
Solmatix is seeking an experienced Estimator with a solar PV or electrical background to prepare accurate, commercially competitive costings for renewable energy projects. The role will take responsibility for estimates from initial enquiry through to tender submission and project handover, supporting the sales and operations teams across Northern Ireland and Great Britain.
Key responsibilities
Review enquiries, tender documents, drawings and specifications to establish project scope, technical requirements and pricing assumptions.
Prepare detailed estimates and quotations for solar PV projects, including materials, labour, plant, subcontractor costs and other project requirements.
Liaise with the sales team, clients, main contractors, M&E contractors and consultants to obtain project information and resolve technical and commercial queries.
Obtain and assess supplier and subcontractor quotations, checking scope, exclusions, lead times and value for money.
Identify cost risks, exclusions and opportunities, and clearly record assumptions within estimates and proposals.
Prepare costings for variations on live projects and maintain accurate pricing records and supporting documentation.
Work with estimating and design colleagues in Northern Ireland and Great Britain to coordinate technical proposals and ensure estimates reflect the agreed design.
Manage estimating workloads and submission deadlines, presenting clear pricing information for internal review and client proposals.
Provide a complete handover to the operations team, including agreed scope, cost breakdowns, specifications and relevant commercial information.
Maintain estimating templates and cost information, and contribute to improvements in pricing accuracy and estimating processes.


Estimator Person Specification
Essential criteria
A time-served electrical qualification or a relevant degree-level qualification.
Demonstrable experience in an estimating role within solar PV, electrical contracting or a closely related sector, with a proven ability to prepare accurate project costings.
Ability to interpret technical drawings, specifications and tender documentation and translate them into detailed estimates.
A sound understanding of installation and site requirements, including the labour, materials and resources needed to deliver projects.
Strong Excel skills and confidence preparing, maintaining and checking costing spreadsheets.
Commercial awareness, strong numerical skills and attention to detail, with the ability to identify pricing risks and scope gaps.
Clear verbal and written communication skills, with the ability to build effective working relationships with clients, contractors, consultants, suppliers and colleagues.
Ability to work independently, take ownership of estimates and manage competing priorities to meet strict deadlines.
A professional, reliable and flexible approach, with the ability to contribute effectively within a team.
Desirable criteria
Experience in the renewable energy sector, including an understanding of solar PV supply and installation.
Experience pricing commercial solar PV projects and working with main contractors or M&E contractors.
Familiarity with estimating software and solar PV design tools.
Behaviours and approach
Take responsibility for the accuracy, quality and timely completion of work.
Treat customers, colleagues and external partners with courtesy and respect.
Handle commercially sensitive information with discretion and maintain confidentiality.
Use initiative to resolve queries and suggest practical improvements to working methods.
Demonstrate honesty, good organisation and a positive approach to collaboration and professional development.
The responsibilities outlined above are indicative and may develop in line with the needs of the business.
